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Gordon, Gardiner, and Gibson ; Col. Hindorn, Herndon,
Horton, Hardy, Harrison, and Heady ; Johnson, Jackson,
and Jarvis ; Kimbrough, Lloyd, and Lowe ; M'Master, and

Anthony Moore, who was a great saint; Night, and M'Night;
Proby, Reddrick, Rainy, and Richardson; Smith, Threadgill,
and Sannders ; Tomlinson, and Thompson ; Snipe, Weather-

spoon, and Ward.
In this list of names we mention only a few of those who

first received the preachers, and had the preaching at their

houses. Out of some of the above-named families, preachers
of the gospel came; and some of them were instrumental in

building chapels at that early day that were called after
them.

Messrs. Drumgole, Poythress, and Tatum, were in Caro-
lina this year.

Mr. Isham Tatum was a native of the South. After
spending five years as a travelling preacher, he desisted, and

settled in the South, where he lived many years in good

repute as a local preacher. In his last days he was repre-
sented as the oldest Methodist preacher in America, if not

the oldest in the world. His deep and uniform piety,

together with his usefulness, secured to him great respect
from his brethren. After spending many days in the

service of his Redeemer, he was gathered, with honor, to his

fathers.
Mr. Francis Poythress was a native of North Carolina, or

of Virginia, bordering on that province. He was born near

the time of George, afterwards General, Washington's nati-

vity, in 1732. He inherited, at the death of his father, a

considerable personal and real estate. Under the influence
of impetuous feelings, such as actuated his course of life, he

rushed into all the follies and vices of the irreligious com-

munity in which he lived ; and, probably, greatly pared
down his paternal inheritance. By a merciful Providence,
he was brought to right reflection by pungent reproof,
administered to him by a lady of high rank. In confusion
of mind he left her house hurriedly, and on his way home

resolved to mend his manners. He took the right means —
he began to read the Bible, and pray in secret. His con-

victions increasing —his miserable feelings led him to inquire
for some one who was capable to instruct him in the good
way. After a long time of darkness and sorrow, he heard

of the Rev. Devereaux Jarratt, —he found him, and remained
for some time at his house receiving instruction from him ;

this was, most likely, about 1772. As soon as he received
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a knowledge of his acceptance with God, he began to travel
about and preach the way to heaven to all who would hear
him ; this was before the Methodist preachers had reached
his natal region. Soon after, he fell in with a Methodist
preacher, —Williams, Pilmoor, Wright, or some one of those
who first visited Virginia, —who gave him the doctrine and
discipline of the Methodists, which he approved of and
joined them.

From the first Conference of 1773, Richard Wright was
stationed in Virginia. In the spring of 1774, he returned,
giving a good account: stating that one Methodist chapel
was built, and " two or three more preachers had gone out
on the Methodist plan." It is within the range of conjecture
that Mr. Poythress was one of these :— in the fall of 1775,
he was received as a travelling preacher, at a quarterly
meeting on Brunswick Circuit, together with James Foster,
and Joseph Hartley. See Asbury's Journal, vol. i.

,

p. 124.
He became a very considerable preacher among the Method-
ists. For twelve years in succession, from 1786 to 1797,
he filled what has since been called the office of Presiding
Elder. In 1797, when Mr. Asbury was much afflicted, and
worn down by labor, he was making, in his judgment, a

selection of suitable men to strengthen the Episcopacy, he
named three, Messrs. Whatcoat, Lee, and Poythress. The
General Conference of 1800 elected but one, and the lot fell
on Mr. Whatcoat. At this time Mr. Poythress must have
stood very high in Mr. Asbury's estimation, as he regarded
him as a suitable person to help bear the burthen of the
Episcopacy. He followed the tide of emigration, too ; and
assisted in planting Methodism in Kentucky. His name is

found in the Minutes for the last time in 1802. It is not
said how he retired from the work. In 1810, Mr. Asbury
saw him for the last time in Jessamine county ; he says,
'' This has been an awful day to me ; I visited Francis
Poythress; if thou beest he, but, how fallen !"

To understand this language of Bishop Asbury, Mr.
Poythress, while he continued in a course of moral rectitude,
as far as he was capable of to the end of his protracted life,
began to show signs of insanity in 1794, which increased
from year to year, asserting that he was "a ruined man,"
and that his best friends were conspiring to ruin him, and
"the officers of justice" were pursuing him. It has been

supposed that the failure of Bethel Academy in Kentucky,
an institution which he had a deep interest in, was a cause
of his mental derangement. It may be asked, " Was Bishop
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Asburj such a poor judge of Episcopal qualification as to

suggest a man with a vein of insanity in him, as fit for the

office ?" The answer is
, "In 1788, when he was deemed to

be sound mentally, as well as morally, he went to Kentucky,
where the Bishop could have but little intercourse with him,
and lacked opportunities to discover his state of mind." It
was not until the fall of 1799 that he furnished unequivocal
evidence of his state —then, his body and mind became a

complete wreck. In 1800, he was placed in charge of a

district, but could not attend to the duties of his charge. It
has been intimated that he dealt rashly with Benjamin
Ogden, one of the first itinerants sent to Kentucky ; if so, it

may find its apology in his state of mind.

Judge Scott, of Ohio, says,
" His rank, as a preacher, was

not much above mediocrity." He was about five feet nine
inches high, and heavily built, —his muscles large, — in the

prime of life may have been a man of great muscular power.
His complexion was dark, and his facial expression grave,
inclining to melancholy. In old age his eyes were sunken
in their sockets, —his hair gray, turned back, and hanging
over his shoulders,—his dress plain and neat. To the last
he had honorable feelings, and a proper sense of moral

obligation. In his last days he found a home with his sister,
a Mrs. Pryor, who lived twelve miles south of Lexington,
Ky., where he died, some time after 1810. He was eighty
or more years old, at his death. See " Sketches of Western
Methodism," by J. B. Finley, pp. 132—142.

On Brunswick, Messrs. Shadford, Duke, and Glendenning
were laboring. Here, Mr. Shadford's success was greater than

it had ever been before. He says,
" I seldom preached a ser-

mon but some were convinced or converted, often three or four
at a time." Among the converts was a dancing-master, whose

name was Metcalf, but by way of nickname was called

Madcap. He first came to hear Mr. Shadford, dressed in
scarlet, he next came dressed in green ; but was so cut
under the preaching, and felt such a load of sin on his soul,
that he moved heavily, and could not " shake his heels

at all." He gave up a large and profitable dancing-school,
and determined to dance no more, and engaged in teaching
reading, writing, and arithmetic. He obtained the pardon-
ing love of God, joined the Methodists, and after living a few

years, he died a great witness for God ; having been one of
the most devoted Christians in the connection.

On another occasion Mr. S
. could not reach his appoint-

ment by reason of a flood, that prevented him from finding
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the bridge. He went to a planter near by, and obtained

permission to sleep at his house. Finding the region was

well inhabited, a congregation was collected, to whom he

preached. After the planter had heard him a second time,
the deep of his heart was broken up, and he would have

preaching at his house. He and his Avife soon found the

Lord ; a great work began ; and there was a society of
seventy raised up in that place. We presume, this was in
the region of the Dismal Swamp. This year he and his

colleagues added eighteen hundred to the societies on Bruns-
wick Circuit, and the following summer and fall of 1776,
about one thousand.

In June, 1776, Mr. Rankin went to Virginia, where the

great revival that began in 1775, was still in progress.
Here the displays of God's power exceeded anything that
he had witnessed in Maryland, or that he had ever seen.
" Many were calling aloud for mercy ; while others were

praising their Saviour. My voice was drowned amidst the

pleasing sounds of prayer and praise. Husbands were in-

viting their wives to go with them to heaven, and parents
were calling upon their children to come to the Lord. As
my strength had failed, I desired Brother Shadford to speak ;

in attempting it
,

he was overcome and obliged to sit down ;

and this was the case both with him and myself, over and

over again. This mighty outpouring of the Spirit continued
for more than two hours. It was difficult to persuade the

people to leave the meeting as night came on. Some of
them had to ride sixteen miles to reach their homes. Up-
wards of fifty were on that day born from above, besides

many that testified to the all-cleansing blood of Christ. It
being our quarterly meeting, I was informed that a company
of soldiers were to be at the meeting to take up the preachers.
Some of our good people, men and women, came to me, with

tears, persuading me to leave the meeting. My reply was—

I fear nothing, and will abide the consequences. I went to

the arbor, where I saw the soldiers. After singing, I called

on all the people to lift up their hearts to God. When we

arose from our knees, most of the congregation were bathed

in tears, and several of the officers and their men were wiping
their eyes. I had not spoken ten minutes when a cry went

through the people, and some of the officers and soldiers

were trembling. We concluded our meeting in peace ; and

some of the officers said, " God forbid that we should hurt a

hair of the head of such ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ,
who show unto us the way of salvation."


